VARIABLES – MAY 13, 2018

SS. PETER & PAUL ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
HIS EMINENCE METROPOLITAN JOSEPH, ARCHBISHOP OF NEW YORK AND METROPOLITAN OF ALL NORTH AMERICA
REVEREND FATHER NATHAN THOMPSON, PASTOR
REVEREND FATHER GEORGE WASHBURN, REVEREND FATHER THOMAS LINDSAY

“Ye mortals, exalt and praise Him who by His death emptied the dominion of death and
promised all the mortal race life and resurrection.” -- St. Ephraim the Syrian
Welcome. . .to all our visitors worshipping with us this morning! Please sign our Guest Register as you
enter the church and be our guest in the Fellowship Hall for coffee and refreshments this morning after the
service is over. We look forward to meeting you and welcoming you personally to Ss. Peter and Paul.

Sixth Sunday of Pascha
Sunday of the Blind man

Virgin-martyr Glykeria of Heraklea; Venerable Sergios the Confessor, father of Photios the Great; Venerable Euthymios
the New, founder of Iveron Monastery on Athos, his father John the Iberian, and their kinsman George; Venerable Gabriel
the Iberian

Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom—Hymns & Scriptures
Variable Hymns – see music in packet
Troparion of Pascha
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death; and upon those in the tombs, bestowing
life!
Entrance Hymn of Pascha
In the gathering places bless God the Lord, from the springs of Israel. Save us, O Son of God, Who art
risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia.
Troparion of the Resurrection, Tn. 5
Let us the faithful, praise and worship the Word, Coeternal with the Father and the Spirit. He was born
from the Virgin for our salvation. He was pleased to ascend the Cross in the flesh, to endure death, and
to raise the dead by His glorious resurrection!
Troparion of Ss Peter & Paul
O first enthroned of the Apostles, teachers of the universe, entreat the Master of all to grant peace to
the world, and great mercy to our souls.
Kontakion of Pascha
Thou didst descend into the tomb, O Immortal. Thou didst destroy the pow’r of death. In vic’try didst
Thou arise, O Christ God, proclaiming rejoice to the Myrrh-bearing women, granting peace to Thine
Apostles, and bestowing resurrection on the fallen.
The Reading from the Acts of the Saintly and Pure Apostles. (16:16-34)
In those days, as we Apostles were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a
spirit of divination and brought her owners much gain by soothsaying. She followed Paul and us, crying,
“These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation.” And this she
did for many days. But Paul was annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit, “I charge you in the Name
of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. But when her owners saw that their
hope of gain was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the market place before the
rulers; and when they had brought them to the magistrates they said, “These men are Jews and they are

disturbing our city. They advocate customs which it is not lawful for us Romans to accept or practice.”
The crowd joined in attacking them; and the magistrates tore the garments off them and gave orders to
beat them with rods. And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison,
charging the jailer to keep them safely. Having received this charge, he put them into the inner prison
and fastened their feet in the stocks. But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns
to God, and the prisoners were listening to them. And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that
the foundations of the prison were shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s
fetters were unfastened. When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his
sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried with a
loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” And he called for lights and rushed in, and
trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas, and brought them out and said, “Men, what must
I do to be save?” And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.”
And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all that were in his house. And he took them the
same hour of the night, and washed their wounds, and he was baptized at once, with all his family. Then
he brought them up into his house, and set food before them; and he rejoiced with all his household that
he had believed in God.
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (9:1-38)
At the time, when Jesus was passing, He saw a man blind from his birth. And His Disciples asked Him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not that
this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be made manifest in him. I must work
the works of Him Who sent me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can work. As long as I am in
the world, I am the light of the world.” As He said this, he spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle
and anointed the man’s eyes with the clay, saying to him, “Go, and wash in the pool of Siloam” [which
means Sent]. So he went and washed and came back seeing. The neighbors and those who had seen him
before as a beggar, said, “Is not this the man who used to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is he”; others said,
“No, but he is like him.” He said, “I am the man.” They said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?”
He answered, “The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and
wash’; so I went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is He?” He said, “I do not
know.” They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day
when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. The Pharisees again asked him how he had received his
sight. And he said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” Some of the Pharisees
said, “This man is not from God, for He does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man
who is a sinner do such signs?” There was a division among them. So they again said to the blind man,
“What do you say about Him, since He has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews did
not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the man
who had received his sight, and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then
does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but
how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he will
speak for himself.” His parents said this because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed
that if anyone should confess Him to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his
parents said, “He is of age, ask him.” So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and
said to him, “Give God the praise; we know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “Whether He is a
sinner, I do not know; one thing I know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What
did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?” He answered the, “I have told you already, and you
would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you too want to become His disciples?” And
they reviled him, saying, “You are His disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man answered, “Why,
this is a marvel! You do not know where He comes from, and yet He opened my eyes. We know that

God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will, God listens to him.
Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this
man were not from God, He could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and
would you teach us?” And they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found
him He said, “Do you believe in the Son of God?” He answered, “And Who is He, Sir, that I may believe
in Him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen Him, and it is He who speaks to you.” He said, “Lord, I
believe”; and he worshiped Him.
Receiving Holy Communion: Only Orthodox Christians prepared through prayer, fasting, and a recent
sacramental confession should approach the chalice for the Eucharist. The Orthodox Church does not
practice “open communion” and has no intercommunion with non-Orthodox churches.
After taking Communion: Please return to your place and continue standing until the announcements.
Remember: There is no kneeling (or prostrations) between Pascha and Pentecost as we celebrate our
Lord’s Resurrection.

Today’s Commemorations and Prayer Requests
Take this list of prayer requests home with you and keep these people in your prayers this week. Some names are not
Orthodox Christians and thus are not remembered in the Great Entrance, but are remembered in the other litanies
during the services throughout the week.

For the living: Newly illumined Charity, Stephen & Caleb Seraphim; Archps. Moheen, & Jirius; Prs.
George, Tom, Ed, Dimitri, Thomas, Stephen, Raphael, Patrick, Simeon; Dns. Richard, Dave, & Marc;
Presbe. Mandy, Judy, Maria, & Themmi; Shs. Camille-Anna & Karla; Stuart, Matthew & Amy, Xavier, John
& Darlene, Fiona, Joshua & Amy, Roger, Nathan & Jessica, Hugh, Alexander, Mark & Alisa, Samson, Caitlin
Charity, Karl, Gabriel Dane, Jameson, Cherice, Charles, Fallyn, James & Cheryl & Dane, Lynne, Judith,
Anna, Letitia, Barbara, Daniel, Katie, Romina, Cameron, Steve, Ginnette, Marissa, Matthew, Stephanie,
Jacob, Kathleen, Joshua & Jill & Ethan, Kurt, Anastasia, Anita, Don & Marie, Peter & Georgie & family,
Braden, James, Evelynn, Lauren, Jon & Serenity & family, John, Jaqueline, Pete & Alberta, John, Jacob &
Kristy & their family, Laura, Simon.
For the resposed: Met. PHILIP; Archp. Gordon; Prs. Basil, Terry, David, & John; Hmks. Athanasios &
Simeon; Dns. Nathaniel, David, Joseph & Michael; Presb. Terry Elizabeth, Douglas, Lily, Marilyn,
Charlotte, Tony, Abigail, Susan, Amanda, Sophia, Charity, Lucia, Sarah, Helen, Isabel, Edrian, Daniel,
Mahala, Arch, Malinda, Rikki, Dell, Loucille, Mary.
For those who are pregnant and their unborn children: Dominica, Sarah.
For those serving in the Armed Forces: Richard, Shane Jeremiah, David, Gregory, Daniel, Preston,
Saba, Aaron, Zoe, Don, Nick, Scott, Michelle.

