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Chanting Ministry Report - Reader Nikodemos Steiger
August 2025

Our goal is to prayerfully lead the congregation in worship through traditional liturgical music.

The chant ministry continues to work hard to improve the chanting for our services. We meet
weekly for practice, are involved regularly in taking music lessons from master chanters, and
have traveled to music workshops around the country to deepen our understanding of chanting
and the liturgical life so we can continue to enrich the liturgical music experience at our parish.

The chant ministry meets regularly throughout the year for practice and chant instruction. We
have singers of all different musical abilities and so our practice sessions are focused on learning
the music for the Resurrection services in the Eight Modes that we sing regularly as well as
standard hymns and basic byzantine notation.

I am very happy that our ministry is continuing to grow. I want to thank all the members, Fr.
Christopher, Khouria Claire, Dane Paquette, Willie Steiger, Thomas Chestnut, Michael
Swagerty. We are always looking for new members so If you are interested, please talk to me
outside of service.

Please continue to pray for our ministry.
In Christ,

Reader Nikodemos Steiger
Head Chanter

Antiochian Women Annual Report 2024-25
Submitted by Sarah Steiger, Secretary

Every woman in our parish that is 18 and older is an Antiochian Woman. Therefore, all of us
who fit this description are encouraged to get involved on a parish level, as well as the Diocesan
and Archdiocesan level. We currently only have two officers, myself and Valerie Pflueger
(Treasurer). We need more women to join the leadership team of this group so that we can be
more actively engaged throughout the year. If you are interested in participating please talk to
me or Fr. Christopher, our spiritual advisor.

This past year our group participated in a monthly book study, held several fundraisers for both
local organizations and those in support of the Archdiocese goals, and we had several social
events to grow in our relationships with one another.

We participated in several retreats and conferences including the Fall Gathering, the
Annunciation Tea and Spiritual Retreat, the AW Women’s Lenten Retreat, and the Parish
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Life Conference.

The goals of the Antiochian Women are:

1. To develop among women throughout the Antiochian Archdiocese a spirit of Christian
leadership, awareness and commitment as taught in the Holy Orthodox Church.

2. To foster among women throughout the Antiochian Archdiocese a genuine
expression of love and service through works of charity, and

3. To instill among women throughout the Antiochian Archdiocese and the community at
large a sense of fellowship and a deeper understanding of the heritage and traditions of
the Antiochian Archdiocese and the Orthodox Church.

http://wwl.antiochian.org/women/about

Coffee Hour Ministry Report 2024-25

Submitted by Sarah Steiger

The goals of our Sunday Coffee Hour provide an opportunity to offer hospitality to others, to
build a sense of community, and to welcome visitors while nourishing our bodies after fasting.
Also, it is a great way to get to know each other better while work collaboratively.

This is a parish-wide ministry that everyone can participate in. Some of the many ways to
contribute include; bringing food, making coffee, washing dishes, helping set up and take down
tables and chairs, and donating funds for supplies. If you are not sure how to help, please let me
know, or if you are in a season of life where you can’t participate, that’s ok too.

Lastly, I want to say THANK YOU to our Coffee Hour Leaders, all who have helped on
Sundays outside of their week, have shopped for supplies, washed towels, cleaned out the
refrigerator, cooked food, taken out trash, and have pitched in where it’s needed. You are
appreciated!!

Please feel free to call or email me if you have suggestions or concerns at 831-588-7526.

Church School: Keidi Lewis

We have four Sunday School classes: Pre-K through Kindergarten, 1st through 4th grades, Sth-
7th grade, and 8th through 12th grade (and beyond). Many regular attendees allow for continuity
and growth throughout the year, thanks to all who faithfully bring their kids to church (and
thereby Sunday School). This year we’ll be working through the Archdiocese’s curriculum on
Exodus. The theme is: "I will take you as My people, and I will be your God." (Exodus 6:7) We
have 67!! parish kids in our Sunday School program. Thank you to Christina Saad and Sylvia
Hanna for helping me in the Preschool group, and thanks to Frank Haag (1-3rd grade), Donna
Wentzel and Victor Albers (4-7th grade) and Dcn Antonio for the 28(!) 9-12th graders. There is
room to join this ministry, as substitute teachers and extra pairs of hands!

Church Camp: Keidi Lewis

Using the Archdiocese’s camp theme “Road Trip Through Genesis”, mom’s put on a four day
summer day camp for 20+ preschool to 5th grade aged campers. Lots of fun and learning was
had by all. Our main goals in putting on camp for our kids is to teach them more about God and
help them to draw nearer to Him, to build community, foster Orthodox identity, and make them
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excited about coming to church. Thank you to Kh. Claire Dillon, Monica Drever, Sylvia Hanna,
and Christina Salibi for all your hard work and investment in our kids! And Sarah Steiger for
your puppeteering skills!

Weddings, Baptisms, and Funerals: Keidi Lewis
Our church has been blessed with many baptisms this year. Fr. Christopher guides families and
individuals through the process. Monica Zweers and her team create beautiful welcome baskets
for the newly illumined, including things like homemade jam, an icon, a baked treat, etc. If
you’re interested in contributing, please let Monica know.

We’ve had a few weddings, as well, of out of towners glad to be married in our beautiful
church. Thank you to Kh. Claire, Amy Nicholas, Monica Zweers, and more.

Community Dinner: Keidi Lewis

Wonderful monthly meals, lots of community building with our regular guests, kitchen miracles
and tasty morsels created and consumed, enthusiastic and welcoming cooks and helpers:
Community Dinner is a great way to participate in the serving life of the church! Come and eat
with us, 2:00-3:00 on the last Sunday of every month, come and help out beforehand, come and
wash dishes during and after, come and talk to the kind and appreciative people who attend.
You’ll be glad you did! Our teams rotate, with each partnership making about two meals per
year. Thank you to Linda and Amanda, Rory and Hayley, Monica and Jack, Dcn. Dave and
Karla, Marc Sacoolas, John and Jan Ivancovich, Keith Evans, Earlene Perez, Josh and Amy

Kitchen Ministry — Marilyn Spurgeon

This ministry has two people, Donna Wentzel and myself.

Donna orders all of the paper goods. I take care of everything else that needs to be purchased.
For example, coffee hour supplies, ice, condiments, towels, silverware, serving dishes, etc. I also
stock bins and shelves so that people will have easy access. When I can I help coffee hour people
set up and clean up so that they will learn where everything goes.

2024-2025 ADULT CHOIR REPORT - Darlene Johnson

This year the choir helped to lead the congregation in prayer for the services of the
Nativity/Theophany cycle, the Lenten Presanctified Divine Liturgies, several services during
Holy Week, the services of Resurrection Sunday and the Paschal season, and feast days, pre-
Lenten services, and Sunday Divine Liturgies. We also sang two weddings and a few baptisms.

You sent me to the Sacred Music Institute in the summer at the Archdiocese Convention
Center in Pennsylvania, near Antiochian Village. It was a joy to see our Bishop Anthony
again, as well as to connect with old music buddies. As always, the classes on choral
conducting, Byzantine chant, singing in a choir were very beneficial and uplifting.

The Sacred Music Department of the Antiochian archdiocese continues to offer courses
on sacred music not just for seasoned musicians but for beginners and intermediate
learners as well. Choir members and chanters continue to work in these classes to
continue their sacred music education so as to be better singers and chanters to the glory
of God and His Church. I again urge all of you to peruse the online class offerings for
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this fall and to check back at the end of the year for the new course offerings. You might
see a class you could take to enrich your experience in the life of the Church.

I am grateful to Elias Salibi and Michael Samawi who continued to chant the communion hymns
in Arabic, and to guest chanter, Jacob Elwell for the same.

Thank you all for your kind words of encouragement throughout the year and your compliments.
It is a blessing to serve the Church in song, and your kindness boosts the morale of the choir

members who work hard at giving their best to the benefit of the Church.

Please pray for the choir. If you have an interest in serving the church in sacred music
ministry, please contact either me or Fr. Christopher.

Respectfully submitted, Darlene Sue Johnson Choir Director

Feast Day Ministry - Leanne Albers and Fr. Christopher

This ministry organizes and coordinates Festal meals and events to ensure meaningful and joyful
celebrations. Members usually work in pairs to plan and prepare meals, recruit additional help
from fellow ministry members and parishioners, and coordinate with other volunteers, the church
secretary, and Fr. Christopher. Some members also assist with serving food, setup, and/or
cleanup.

To support future planning, records are kept for each event, including details such as menus,
costs, and notes on what worked well and what could be improved.

We are grateful to John and Jan Ivancovich, Amy Nicholas, Christina Salibi, Sarah Steiger, Kh.
Ellen Steiger, Amy Swaggerty, Kriss Saad, Monica Zweers, Sh. Karla Newberry, and Linda
Matthews for their ongoing dedication—and to Cicily Nacamuli for recently joining our team!

This is a fun and rewarding ministry, and we always welcome extra helping hands. We invite
you to consider joining us!

Holy Bread Baking - Linda Young

The Bread Bakers provide liturgically-appropriate bread for all the Divine Liturgies and Litia
services. Currently there are five parishioners who volunteer in this ministry: Sh. Valerie
Pflueger, Michele Auldridge, Marius Enache, Kh. Ellen Steiger, Linda Young

Church Website - Linda Young

The Website Ministry is responsible for updating and maintaining the church website (powered
by Orthodox Web Solutions): www.sspeterandpaulorthodox.org to communicate, educate and
inform parishioners and visitors about our church and orthodoxy in general. Currently Lynn
Moritz and Linda Young volunteer on this ministry.
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Sunday Tithe Collection - Linda Young

The Tithe Collection Ministry is responsible for collecting, counting and depositing weekly
tithes and donations after Sunday Liturgies. A detailed report is immediately submitted to the
Church Office each Sunday. Two volunteers work together each week: George Saad & Linda
Young as well as Sh. Valerie Pflueger & Amy Swaggerty.

Parish Calendar - Linda Young

The Calendar Ministry provides a monthly calendar with the parish’s liturgical and social events
in order to allow parishioners to fully participate in the life of the church as offered at Ss Peter &
Paul. This 4-person ministry consists of: the parish priest, the office secretary, Dn Anthony (as
coordinator) and Linda Young to print and format

Bookstore Report - Donna Wentzel

The bookstore carries books, crosses, calendars, Bibles, and icons.

You can find Travis or myself at the bookstore ready to serve you with any purchases. Please
come by and see the stock of items that we have available.

Donna and Travis

Sanctuary Cleaning Report — Donna Wentzel

The sanctuary is cleaned once a month.and concentrates on a more thorough cleaning. We
vacuum and mop the floors, rugs, clean glass and icons,.

Donna and Patti

Parish Council Report 2025, Maintenance items — Gerry Elwell

The purpose of the Parish Council is to support our Mission with direction and allocation of our
financial, physical, and project resources. We propose the church budget with your input each
year starting in September. We vote and seek consensus on proposals, under the leadership of
Father Christopher.

This year we have approved physical upgrades on the rental unit bathroom that needed rework,
and a new roof for that home. The rectory had new flooring installed in 2 rooms. New fencing
was installed, our watering system is being upgraded, lighting installed, painting, Barn repairs
and improvements, and landscaping has been maintained.

Special thanks to our outgoing members who have made outstanding contributions and continue
to do so: Marc Sacoolas, Sh. Karla Newberry, and Kh. Ellen Steiger.

Remaining members are: Leanne Albers, Gerry Elwell, Keith Evans, Dave Matthews, Cicily
Oaks, and George Saad.

All members are invited to come to the meetings. New items from the Diocese, Church
Ministry Teams, Special Events are presented to the Parish Council.



